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a British Aimy officer, Lt. Ayert at Poona, which engaged
his attention. This assassination as well as the attempted
murder of another Englishman, Mr. Rand, which Romesh
Dutt strongly and unhesitatingly condemned., created con-
siderable resentment in England and gave rise to the de-
mand for "effectual means to prevent the inculcation of
sedition through the Press." Romesh Dutt tried to restore
the correct perspective in the matter and argued through
his letters to the Press that it was both unjust and unfair
to hold the entire Indian community in suspicion. "It is
panic only", he wrote, "which creates a general suspicion
against Indian communities, panic by which Englishmen
in India should never be influenced." Referring to the de-
mand to prevent sedition in the Indian Press, he said, "If
I were plotting against the Government of India, the first
thing I would hope for, wish for, ask for, would be the
gagging of the vernacular Press, and of all newspapers
conducted by my countrymen. The suppression of such
papers will be like the extinguishing of street lights to the
burglar."

The year 1897 was spent mainly in recouping his
health which had suffered from attacks of rheumatism and
insomnia, and in planning and preparing for has future
work. He was elected a member of the Authors' Club,
and in December was offered lecturership in Indian History
in the University College, London, The appointment
carried no pay, but, as he himself stated in a letter to his

daughter, it was a; "high honour....... It gives me

honourable and congenial occupation", he added, "and it
also gives me a sort of status and position in this country".

A solid achievement during 1897 was, however, the
160-page book entitled England and India which Romesh
Dutt published towards the end of the year. The book is*
significant because he referred in; it to several features of